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Tam trying to work out a history or record of the fomily of Thomas 
WwW. Baxter who settled in southern Marion County, now Lemar Countr, Miss~ 
issipoi, in the 1820's. Unfortuneztel; there is not much of record and 
it will trke a lot of work anc help from - lot of .eonle to fill in the 
missin.. -acs. Anyone havin, eny informstion on this family, its ante-~ 
cecents, its descendents, or thet may lead to the develorment of records 
of them is esked kindl; to put whet he or she knows down on a niece of 
pever and mail it to me et the above address, or , et in touch with some- 
one who will, 


Baxter, as a name, stems from the word baecestre, meanin; broadly 
female baker in the ,elley of a manor house. is time went by the aa 
became neuter in .ender ana was a-.slied to both mele end femele servants 
and survivey's in somewhst this fora, alon;, with Jeeves, as a fevorite 
co.nomen for butlers in En,lish plays. As to the term converted to 
popular neme usa,e Baker wes xost often used in suthern En,lend whereas 
Beckster, Ba:.ster, Baxster, Bextor, and finally Baxter revaiéd in north- 
erm En, land and in Seotland. émon,., the Scottish clams Baoxters were 
claimed under the MecMillan tartan. 


Baxter is an.early neme among the cermanent settlers of jmeriea. 
A John Baxter was one of the adventurers of the .roun headed’ y Lord 
Beltimore who made the ori,inel settlement of Maryland, reachin,, the 
shores of the Chesa:eake Bay on either the Ark or the Dove on February 
24, 16342, I know of no descendents of this John Baxter. Several 
Baxters, nerhaps related to this John Baxter, migrated from England 
to M:ryland within the next two decades. Zach adventurer was recuired 
to guarantee a given number of settlers to the colony, so it is reason- 
able to sus pect that ,uarantors mi,ht heve relied te avily on their re- 
latives in fillin,, their cuotos. 


A Gregory Baxter showed un in the Plymouth Colony as early es 1630. 
Amon,. his descendents was an (bi,Mil Baxter from whom John Adams and : 
John Quincy Adams were descended.,/ 


On Decenber 15, 1561, the will of Thomas Cleyborne in En,lend nro- 
vided the sum of 50 sounds to his deu.hter~in—-law, inne Bs:ter, and 30 
pounds uvon warria,e., Tuis relationship no doubt had some influence 
ujon the number of Bexters who mi,rated to Vir;inia durinz the early 
ceys of the Colony, a time curin,, which illiam Claiborne, a .randson 
of Thomas Cleyborne, resresented the crown in various canacities. The 
followin, compilation shows thet Bexters entered Vir,inia as earl; as 
1634. 


NAME pemrps: SPONSOR AND SETTLEMENT 
Koger Backster 1634 Col Viilliam Claiborne, Kent Island 
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NAME YEAR SPONSCR AND SEPTIEMENT 
Williem Bexter 1636 Chaney Boyce, Charles Qty County 
Jane Baxter 1636 william Rookins, James City Vounty 
lhichard Zaxter 1638 Thomas Clip.well, James City County 
Eleoner Baxter 1642 Willian furant : ; 
‘un Baxter 1648 Jomn Mca.in., Lower Nor fork County 
John Bexter 1661 Geor,e Ludlow, Esq 
Ro.er ackster 1653 Col Willien Cleiborne (Sec of State) 
Join Bachkster Mees Jobs. Lewistone, Gloucester Count; 
Thoses saxter abee Geor.e westmoreland, Westmoreland Count; 


dn Jndrew Baxter wes involved in securin, the charter for hhode Island 
in LOL; 


From the fore,oin. it can be seen that there were mumerous Bexters 
anon, the earl; settlers of 4.cerica, a fact wich complicates ratner tian 
clarifies in atte..tin. to trace out our verticular line of Bexters. 


T am settin, out below wnat I know, what I thin:. I know, what I have 
cieced to.ether from whet oters have told me, whet I have founda out by 
researc’. in the yublic libraries of New Orleans, Houston, Dalles, and 
St, Louis, tne Archives of the State o: Georgia in ..tlente, tne Library 
of Con,ress, and what I have been able to ci, out of the earl; records 
of “est .eliciana Parish, Louisiena, and Merion County, Mississippi, in 
re,ard to Thomas 3... Bexter, his ori,ins, what he cid, end what became 
of his descenderits. I want you to read it carefully end let me know 
with whet parts of it your own bod; of le.end azrees, with what rerts 
of it your own bod; of/ legend diseyre:s, and add to it anj;thin, that you 
have that is pertinent information thet I dé not heve,. 


THOMAS \). BAXTER 


Thomas |.. Baxter, according te a scan of .aner in an old family Bible, 
was born Merch Z, 1802. I do not xnow tie names oi his sarents and none 
of the people I have contacted since startin, to collect date on this 
hister, have been able to provide me with them. I have souwe vazue child- 
hood recoilecticns that hi's father's name was billie. and that he was 
ormhened at en early age as the result cf his father dromning but I have 
not been eble tc verify this b,; any records cr currentl; existin,. family 
legends. His family was said to have left Georgia in the earl; 1800's 
and settled initially in tne vicinity of Bayou fara, Louisiane. In this 
migration accordin,, to faxzily le.end there were two old uncles, One was 
nemed Lexssey, the other wes named Israel. There wes also a story of 
snether brother or uncle, name uncisclosed, wc droz.ed out of the cer- 
avan with his rether larze family somewhere in Alabemea. DLenpsey, who 
was unmarried, was said tc have continued on tc Bayou Sara. An old story 
that I remember related thet Denzsey erose oné momin, and énnounced, 

"I am headin,, 10,000 miles beyond the Kio Grande where it is one eternal 
summer from everlasting". ‘hether he was medf about somethin... or simply 
had just szent a cool ni,ht under 6 li,ht quilt was not known. He de- 
carted without further ado and was never heard from a,ain. It was 
assumed by the family that he went to Texas but if he did his name fails 
to apzear in any of the early censuses of that state. 
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Israel, due to his rather unusu2l nome, left a fairly discernable 
trail across the past end most of what is presented in this narrative 
regarding family origins prior to Thomes }. Baxter is based upon docu— 
mented records of Isrzel Baxter that I have located through library 
research. It follows thet if the lesend in regard to Israel Baxter 
does not hold up, any portion of early femily history based upon Israel 
Baxter likewise does not hold up. 


I do not know whet the W“ in Thomas W. Baxter's name stood for. 
The name shows up on old tax rolls, store accounts, and Federal Land Office 
Records in Marion County, Mississippi, end west Faliciana Parish, Louisiana. 
‘The story I remember is thet his forebears settled in America in Maryland 
somewhere around Baltimore’, The names of these Baxters are not known to 
me nor how miny generations they may hnve lived in Maryland. At some 
point in time the forebears of Thomas W. Baxter are ssid to have pulled 
up stakes in Moryland end drifted on down into Virginia. Virginia at 
that time included what is now West Virginia, Kentucky, and might well 
have included territory now parts of other states, As such it is dif- 
ficult to speculate on where these people may have settled except to 
say thet the threat of Indian att..cks would have precluded their ven- 
turing too far from the established frontier. My best guess for such 
amove, if it actuslly occurred, would have been in the spn of time 
between 1720 and 1750. During this period the frontier settlements ex- 
tended roughly in a line through Lancaster County, Pennsylvenia, down 
through Augusta County, Virginia. An old story told of our Baxter fore- 
bears trevelling down through the mountcins and at some point naving to 
turn back and retace their route, a movement of considerable duration 
in time, bec2use of tneir inability to get through or over a particularly 
difficult mountain range. Tne Cumberland Mountains were given as this 
range of mountains. I am inclined to doubt thet the Cumberland Mountains 
could have been involved. First, they seem to me to lie a little too 
far within the then existing interior and the lands too vulnerable to 
Indian attecks to have attracted settlers at the time I feel this mi- 
gration would héeve taken place. Second, the Cumberland Mountains lie 
well to the westward of the line of migretion that our forebears ended 
up taking. However, it is entirely within the realm of possibility that 
these old settlers did in foolish fashion venture out that far and then 
realizing ths error of their ways turn back, seeking settlement ina 
safer location. The story does have a ring of authenticity about it 
and a number of Baxters are lmown to have followed essentially such a 
pattern of migration from Maryland. Allen Sparrow Humphreys has traced 
quite 4 number of them through Virginie, west Virginia, Kentucky, Illinois, 
iiissourl, and points west in his remarkable gnealogy "Some Merylend 
Baxters and their Descendents". Incidentally, there appears to be no 
immediate connection between the particular Baxters he trace and ours’, 


The first recorded evidence that I have found in regard to our par- 
ticulsr forebears, if the story in regard to the old uncle named Israel 
is valid, is in 1751 in what was then Johnson County, North Carolina. 
Johnson County was formed from Craven County in 1746 end included for 
the most part what is now Johnson, ‘.ayne, Greene, and Lenoir Counties. 
The county site was at Kinston, then called Kingston. The courthouse 
at Kinston, North Carolina has been destroyed by fire twice and as a 
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result all of the records of the area prior to 1880, with the exception 
of one volume containing the cross index of deeds from about 1746 until 
about 1754, were burned, This meager eerly record contains the name of 
Theophilus Baxter on three occassions 2s follows: 


Bk & pg Parties Involved Year 
2-182 John Rouse to Theophilus Baxter 1751 
2-212 Theophilus Baxter to Jonathen walker 1752 
2-391 Theophilus Baxter to William Judkins 1753 


Evidence that this is our line of Baxters is contained in a claim 
filed by Israel Baxter for a pension based upon his gervice during the 
Revolutionary War?. Although this claim bears a number beginning with 
an "R", indicating that it was rejected for some cause, there exists other 
evidence to attest for his pprticipation in that war as well as that of 
a brother, Theophilus Baxter”. The cleim establishes Israel Baxter as a 
son of Theophilus Baxter and thet he was born in 1762 in the vicinity of 
Kingston, North Carolina. Other evidence have been found to establish 
thet ‘srael Baxter hed a brother named Theophilus Baxter Jr., thus iden~ 
tifying the names of two of the children of Theophilus Baxter Sr. On 
the basis of available records it appears that Theophilus Baxter, Jr., 
was about tne same age as Israel Baxter, perhaps the next younger child, 
From this it may be drawn that there were severel children older than 
Israel and Theophilus, Jr., since early pioneers as 2 genertl rule did 
not start to acguire lend and property until the time of marriage and 
the establishment of a family. 


tT have found nothing to connect Israel and Theophilus Baxter with 
Lt. Col. John Baxter of the Pee Dee diver section of the Georgetown 
District of South Carolina who rode to considerable fame as one of 
Merionts compiny, and later regimental, commanders during the Revolution- 
ary War nor with Lt. andrew Baxter of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, 
who migrated from there to wWilkes County, Georgia, following the war. 
it. Col. John Baxter wes the son of an Eli Baxter who moved into the Pee 
Dee River Country around 1740 or perhaps a little earlier. Lt. Andrew 
Baxter was the son of andrew Baxter, Sr., who migrated to Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina, from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Andrew 
Baxter, Sr., is seid by some accounts to heve been killed in 1781 while 
defending his home against Tory troops of Cornwallis during a 3ritish 
raid on North Caroline. His will, however, indicates that he died in 
1775 which might negate such a claim. 


Meny of the early records of Georgia were destroyed by the British 
when they burned the Capitol during the Wer of 1812, The census records 
of 1790, 1800, and 1810 were all lost. In some instances tax lists pro- 
vide a fairly accurate accounting of family mits or the heads of families. 
A tax list for Wilkes County, Georgia, for the year of 1785 contains the 
names of the following Baxters: 


Theophilus Baxter 14 Polls 1 slave 
Israel Baxter 13 Polls 1 slave 
Reuben Baxter Defaulted 


4, 


The first census of the United States taken in 1790 shows the following 
saxters in South Carolina: 


; Males over ‘Males under All 


Head of Fomily 16 16 Females Slaves District 
Israel Baxter nk 2 3 0 Beaufort 
Theophilus daxter 1 2 2 0 Beaufort 
Theof Baxter 1 0 2 2 Beoufort 
Janes Baxter 3. f°) e) 4,2 Georgetown 
John Baxter - L 1 82 Georgetown 
Mary Baxter 9) 4 3 Lk Georgetown 
Charles Baxter 1 a: 3 0 Cheraw 
John saxter 1 nk 2 4 Orangeburg 
John ag¢xter 


This compilation indicztes that Old Theof had moved from Long Bluff 
on the Pee Dee xiver and had gotten on down into the southeastern corner 
of the state. It also indicates that Israel and Theophilus probably did 
not remain in wilkes County, Georgia. They soon were back in Georgia, 
however. Soth made bounty claims for lend in Georgia in 1605. This re- 
quired at least one year of residence. The place of residence is not 
indicated in either case. However, Israel seems to have settled in Bryan 
County and Theophilus in Liberty County. In april 1610 Theophilus was 
on the court jury in Libe.ty County. In November 1810 he was, granted a 
Georgia Passport for the purpose of crossing the Creek Nation’. This is 
the last record that I have been able to find on Theophilus Baxter, 


It appeers that most of the people listed on the passport entry along 
with Theophilus Baxter settled initiclly in Greone, Perry, and Jackson 


Counties of Mississippi, or at least people with similar names? « 


Israel Baxter may have remained in Georgia until after the close of 
the War of 1812 when travel across the Indian country of Alabama could 
onee more be undertaken in scfety. He had, however, reached Mississippi 
prior to the formation of the state in 1817 inasmuch as he said in his 
application for a pension,"and moved tu the Mississippi Territory, now 
the State of iiississippi", «an tsrael Baxter made a land elaim in Tattnall 
County, Georgie, in 1815; an Israel Baxter made a land claim in sryan 
County, Georgia, in 1819; and an Israel Baxter, Jr., made a land claim 
in Tattnall County, eorgia, in 1820, Whether these claims were made 
by the same person or different persons is not clear. Isreal Baxter 
showed up in both the 1820 census and the 1830 census as living in Greene 
County, Mississippi”. In addition to +srael Baxter, the 1830 census 
for Greene Coumty included a James W. Baxter. This family is shown as 
having 2 males age 20-40, 1 female imder aye 10, and 1 female age 20-40. 
Oddly, Greene County included only one Baxter femily for the 1840 census, 
that of a Debforah Baxter. Listed in this family is one male under age 
5, 1 male agd 10-15, 2 males age 15-20, 1 mile age 20-30, and 1 female 
10-15. Deborah herself does not appeer to be listed inasmuch as it is 
hardly probable that a female under age 15 would have been considered 
the head of a household. It is reasonable to suspect that Israel, who 

would have been 78 years of age by 1840 mzy have die& between 1830 and 
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1é40. It is risky tu project, however, thst bcoorsh Baxter was the widow 

of Isracl sexter. I ree tll on old story thtt Israel Baxter's fumily mi- 
greted to Texss, but this stery has not bu.n substentirted. No lists of 
children of Thelphilus Baxter, Sr., Thevphilus Boxter, Jr., nor Israel. 
Baxter have becn loceted. On the basis of records of Tattnall County, 
Georgia, it appetrs that Isreal Bexter, Jr, uty have oven one child of 
Isracl Boxter. This tsracl Bexter, Jr., married isry Futch in Bryan Couty,, 
Goorgia, april 23, 1609. She was burn in 177é and wes the drughter of j 
Onesimus Futch, Jr., and Judith Worth Futch, On the basis of the 1830 
census of liississippi it appears that James W. Baxter may have be n another 
son, 


I suspect that the Jcmes Hoge who shows upon the p“ssport entry with 
Theophilus Baxter was his son-in-law, I have so far fniled to find where 
he sebtled. «a Jomes Hoge shows up in the Hertdeount of Heads of Femilies 
for the Mississippi Territory in Medison Comty, alabama, in 1816. This 
Janes Hoge was a sergeant in the 7th dcgiment of Mississippi Territory 
Militia during the war of 1612. No Baxters show up on any of the rosters 
for the Mississippi Militia during the War of 1812 but significantly the 
Heedcount of Heads of Femilics for 1816 lists thres Baxters in lisdison 
County. These cre John Baxter, James Baxter, end Alexnnder Baxter. Thin 
as this thread might be, it does indicste thst Theophilus Baxter may have 
settled in Northern 4lobainn in the area sroumd Huntsville. 


The William Baxter who shows up on the Georgia Passport entry with 
Theophilus Baxter no doubt held some type of relationship but I will not 
hazard a guess as to what it wes. I think it is foirly safe to say that 
Theophilus Baxter was the old uncle "who dropped off in Alabama," 


I have never fun across the name of Dempsey Baxter in any of the 
records that I have researched nor have I found any record of a Baxter 
marrying a Dempsey so as to introduce the neme, through marriage, It is 
easy to surmise that the old uncle Dempsey of ~eet lezend was not a Baxter 
and that he was perhaps a brother or an uncle of the mother of Thomas W. 
Baxter. I am not willing to accept such a conclusion without definite 


evidence. The legend of the two old brothers, Dempsey and Israel is too 
strongly entrenched. SE G8f cing unmarried could account in some de- 
gree for the lack of mention of him as a family head in census reports. 
However, it should not account for his absence on muster rolls for mili- 
tary service nor his seeming totcl absence as an applicant for lend among 


the settlers of South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 


As previously mentioned the father of Thomas W. Baxter, according 
to the old story thet I remember, drowned while helping to ferry 2 wagon 
across a river. This accident occurred so it was said on some family 
move. Nothing was working out right and one member of the party in 2 
fit of anger struck him across the back with one of the ferry sweeps, 
knocking him overboard. He could not swim and drowned before anyone 
could "fetch him out of the water." He left according to the story that 
I remember his widow and two children. One wes a daughter older than 
Thomas who according to an old aunt of mine, irs. Sarzh Baxter Scarborough, 
was named Jane, and of course Thomas. If this is dependable information 
the daughter miy have been the same Jane Baxter who was the wife of 
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Washington 8, Chapman in last or west Feliciana Parish, Louisiana, in the 
1820's and 1830's. There wes also 2 Molcey Baxter who married @ Robert 


Nettles in 1810 in thet same generel area. The Nettles family was in 
some way related to the Chapman Femily. I have also heard from various 
sources of information that Thomas w. Baxter was an only child and that 
his father died when Thomas was rather young from cause unknown. This 
lack of specific information on the perents of Thomas 4), Bexter is a 
serious impediment in developing a family history and *nyone having any 
informtion which may serve to cure this defect is requested urgently 
to provide me with it. : 


Thomas W. Baxter reached Frliciana Parish in Louisiana, or Spanish 
west Florida, prior to 1816. The 1@lo report of the United States Land 
office includes a ¢laim for 300 argents of land by Thomas W, Baxter. 

An arpent is a French land measure containing slightly less than an acre. 
The land showed occupancy deting back to 1306 and the cleim was based 
upon an order of survey by Carlos de Reich Pre, who was the Spanish 
governor at Baton Rouge in 1805. The recuest for the survey was made 

by Wn a. Airs or Ayres. This claim was turned down by the Federal Of- 
ficials on the basis that the contract lacked consideration end there- 
fore was not binding. It seems thet Wm A. Ayres did not me any paymeryjt 
to bind the bargain with his request for survey. There is nothing in 

the records to indicate how Thomas ., Jaxter ceme to be in possession 

of the claim or when he got it. In 1824 a claim for the same tract of 
land was reopened by 4 'y/, Stewart for Thomas iJ, Baxteri" Willicm Stewart 
was a lawyer of some prominence in and around the Feliciana Parishes in 
the early 1800's. From the Federal land records it ap:ears that the 
claim was ap,.roved. However, I have been unable to locate any recording 
of such a parcel of land in the early records of West Feliciana Parish 

at St. Francisville, Louisiana, 


Sometime prior to 1820 Thoma liga Baxter rode in one night to the 

home of John and Delilah Stanford" somewhere along the old Federal 
mail road in southern Marion County. ‘Where he was going or where he 
was coming from is not known. (me of the main highways in the southern 
part of the United States in those days was the Old Federal Road, a 
mail read which ran from Washington, D.C., down through Augusta, Milled- 
geville, and Columbus, Georgia; across alabama through Montgomery, Clai- 
borne, and Jackson; and reached Mississippi at Stateline. From there it 

turned southward through Leakesville and crossed Mississippi just north 
of the 3lst parallel. It crossed Black Creek at Mimmsts Ferry end Pearl 
River at Ford's ferry in the vicinity of Spring Cottage. at the old Ford 
House or Fort just below what is now called Sandy Hook the road forked. 
One fork went down Pearl River and terminated at Madisonville, Louisiana, 
where it connected with boat transportation across Lake Pontchartrain to 
New Orleans. The other fork continued westward through Holmesville and 
Liberty and connected with the Old River road from Natchez to New Orleans 
at Pinckneyville, Mississippi. It was opened in 1205 and served as a 
pathway fer. countless settlers from Georgia, the Carolinas, and Virginia 
into the western frontier, 


Grandsire and Granny Stanford, es they are fondly remembered by 
their descendents (he called her Dicey), seem to have had little in the 
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way of worldly goods but seem to have possessed a tremendous store of 

human kindness. They seem to have been a refuge for every nomad and 
traveller who chanced along the old highway and Thomas W. Baxter's chance 
lodging was a fortuitious one for him. Impressed by the large family 

of Stanfords and the pretty girls near his owm age, he extended his 

stay. Actually, it is my belief from old stories that he lived with 

the Stanfords for two or three years prior to his marriage. If anyone 

has any information to verify this, or to refute it, I would appr¥ciate 

their mking a special point of providing me with it. Whether hd ever 

got on to where he had originally started 4s not known, However, on 

January 22, 1820, he married Nancey E. Stanford, the oldest daughter 

of John and Delilah Stanford. 


At this point family legend differs. One story is that Thomas We 
Baxter and his bride established residence just behind where Clear Creek 
Baptist Church now stands, living there a short time and then moving to 
a point on the Old Federal oad and occuping land now know as the Walter 
Howard Place. This land had been originally settled by a man named 
Harrison Walton and is mentioned in Hajor Howell 5S, Tatum's Diary of 
General Andrew Jackson's march from Mobile to New Orleans during the 
War of 1812 as Mrs. Walton's Stand. From there he acquired a tract of 
land on the nesters of Wolf River at what came to be known ag, the 
Old Nath Baxter Place. Descendents of George Washington Bilbo : pres~ 
ently live on this site. 


Another story that I have heard is that he and his bride went to 
Bayou Sara, Louisiana, and lived mtil James, their first child, was four 
years old. At that time-he settled up his affairs in Louisiana, sold 
whatever claim he had in his land, and took the proceeds, came back to 
Mississippi, and entered into a partnership buying, selling, and raising 
range cattle, sometimes referred to as "black cattle", with a Dr. Thormn- 
hill whom he had met around Bayou Sara. : 


There are some things to support both views. The 1850 census show 
James Baxter, the oldest child, as having been born in iississippi, which 
would not have been the case if they had gone to Louisiana, James, So 
I am told had some stories he often related of experiences in and around 
Bayou Sara, Louisiana, as a very small child. Thomas W. and Nancy E. Baxter 
are entirely absent from the 1820 census of Mississippi, either as a 
Sepurate family mit or as living with the Stanfords. If they were living 
in Louisiana for the 1820 census I have so far failed to locate them. 


The first records of Thomas W, Baxter beging to show up in Mississippi 
in 1826 in the form of old store accounts, tax records, and other records. 
This of itself is insufficient evidence to rule out residence in Mississppi 
from 1820 to 1826. He obtained and had recorded in the official records 
of Marion County the livestock mark of "swallow fork and mderbit in the 
right ear and crop and underbit in the left ear" and the livestock brand 
of "T-2", "7-2" evidently stood for "Thornhill-2"., This livestock brand 
existed continuously until the death of Nathan, his son, in 1911, and in 
variant forms such as "T" and "TT" among the Bilbo heirs of Nathan Baxter 
until livestock branding passed out of Yogue. 
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I have only vague information concerning the mother of Thomas 

Baxter. After the deatn of Thomas W. sdaxter's father she is said to have 

married a man by the name of Newsom whose given name is not lmown to me, 

For some reason or another -— it my have been a visit or it may have been 

that they had established residence - she and her husband NewSom were at 

the Uld Howard Place, perhaps then the home of Thomas 'V. and Nancy E, Baxter. 

Newsom got sick and died. There were no established cemeteries in the 

community and he wes buried in a plot in the gerden situated immediately 

behind the house. As such he was the first verson to be buried in what 

has come to be known as the Uld Howard Cemetery. No one that I have ever 

talked with seemed to know where the mother of Thomas 1, Baxter was buried. 

walter Howard seemed to thinx she was buried in the Old Howard Cemetery. 

If so, her grave as well as that of Newsom were never afforded permanent 

markers, 


Thomas i, Baxter seems to have been successful in the cattle business. 
He is said to have ventured as far away as Newton and Hinds Counties in 
Mississippi to purchase cattle end drove herds for sale to such distant 
points as dodney, iississippi; Mobile, Alabama; Red itiver Lending, Louisiana, 
and liadisonville, Louisiana. Old stories told of his stocking up heavily 
on firearms and ammunition for the return trips home after such drives. 
He died on July 17, 1836, from an injury caused by a horse breaking into 
a sinkhole and falling with him. At the time he and some companions were 
moving a drove of cattle near a location called "The Big Thick," where- 
ever thet was. His wife Nancy was summoned and he started out with a 
wagon and bea to transport him home. Before she reached the place he 
was moved following the injury she met the other member's of the party who 
informed her thet he had died and that they had provided a proper fumeral. 
She, as I recall the story, was six or seven months pregnant at the time 
and in pioneer fashion reasoned that continuing on would serve no useful 
purpose, She returned to her home on the headwaters of Wolf River and 
insofar as I know she never visited the grave nor was any permanent marker 
ever erectedl<, 


Thomas W, Baxter and Nancy E. Stanford Baxter had eleven children, 
all of whom reached maturity. A rather complete listing of names, dates 
of births, marriages, and deaths ence existed in an old family Bible 
eailed "Grandma's Bible." It was for a good many years in the possession 
of lirs. Mary Baxter Byrd, deughter of James Baxter. Mary Baxter Byrd 
lived in Pearl River County near Byrd's Chapel Church. I have that old 
Bible now but unfortunately both covers and much of the interior section 
are missing, including all of the vital statistics except a scrap of one 
page. It is possible that there were copies made of the family records 
that are still in the possession of someone. If so, I will appreciate 
this information being made available to me. 


Although Thomas W, Baxter was orphaned as a child and died ata 
relatively early age he accomplished quite a bit considering the time in 
which he lived. By the time he was 14 years of age he had established # 
some kind of claim on 300 arpents of farmland in West Faliciana Parish, 
Louisiana. By the time he was 26 years of age he had established a fairly 
extensive holding in land in Marion Coumty, Mississippi, and had laid the 
beginnings of what was to become reputedly the largest open range live- 


9 


i 
Bowler) 


PASCAGOULA LIBRARY 


MALOGY COLL 


stock operation in South Mississippi. Since early settlers could move 
few, if any, livestock in their cross country migrations the early gather- 
ing together of 2 nucleus of breeding stock and the establishment of small 
herds about the area, thereby laying priorities to grazing usage of the 
open range, were the most significsnt factors to the later success of 
Nathan Baxter, his son, in the livestock business. 


PerLsps his most noteworthy contribution was the role he played in 
ridding the area of timber wolves, without which livestock raising would 
have been a hazardous business if not en impossible one. The most ef.ece 
.tive device for trapping wolves was said to have been a network of pits 
some & or 9 feet deep, 5 or 6 feet wide, and 10 or 12 feet long, covered 
by a trapdoor. The pit was surrounded by a fence of sufficient height 
to require a wolf to leap over it to reach a bait or decoy fastened to 
the trapdoor, The trapdoor was so constructed that it would trip immed- 
jiately when a wolf landed upon it, dropping it into the pit below. Once 
a wolf was caught in a pit its howling attracted other wolves so that an 
entire pack was sometimes caught in a single pit in one night. By spread~ 
ing ca; tured wolves to other pits in the network as decoys a whole area 

could be ridded of wolves erifetively, The remains of some of these 
old pits are still visible 14@ years after their construction and their 
locations have lent place names to the community such as "The Wolf Pit 
Head" and other such nomenclature. 


His children all received a fair education for their day judging by 
some of the letvers they wrote and documents they left behind then. 
(The locations of the schools they attended and who taught them would be 
an interesting item). One b; one all of them married off except Nathan 
and Joseph. Joseph was killed at Vicksburg in Jue 1863 during the Civil 
War, Will deu Gre OF EESLES;Uypheld Pores Or Sensthing ine Conked. 
erate hospital in May 1662. "John served in the Confederate forces through- 

@ war but never ly recovered from its effects. James served 

briefly in the Confederate Army on two occasions but his health failed 
to hold up on each occasion under the rigors of campaign and camp life, 
Nathan operated a repair and relay station at the old homesite during 
the war and General itichard Taylor is said to have used the house briefly 
as a temporary headquarters late in the war, 


Nathan Baxter remained on the old homeplace and more or less took 
over ménagement of the estate. When Nency E, Stanford Baxter d4ad in- 
terstate in 1872 her daughters Hliza, Nancy, and Sarah are said to have 
made some effort to bring about a settlement of the estate but nothing 
came of it. rom that point forward Nathan was successful in keeping 
any demands for a division of the property subdued by placing a few 
cattle under the care of a disgruntled family or leaving “ith them a 
sum of gold coin for safekeeping. The ouestion was brought to the sur- 
face again in 1911 on his death. However, b: this time most of the 
immediate family, if not all of it, had died. He left a will naming 
two of his first cousins, Louisa Stanford and Margaret Stanford, dau- 
ghters of John Stanford and Ann Elizabeth Summers Stanford, who had 
made their home with the Baxters since the death of their parents in 
1860, and Olive Belle Dora #ankin Bilbo, daughter of John Robertson 
Rankin and Mary Angeline Stanford Rankin, as his heirs. The original 


10 


aoe 


ALS wer 


ION 


al 
pascacotetédey 


GENEALOGY COLUECTION 


contention, as I understand it, was that inasmuch as Thomas W., SJaxter and 
Nancy E. Stanford Baxter: both died intestate the property was not his to 
will away but rather it was the residue of the original estate plus normal 
accruals, 3efore the case reached the courts a compromise was reached. 
declaring one third of the estate open for division, The basis for this 
conclusion was that one of the legatees, Margaret Stanford, has preceeded 
Nathan Baxter in death and the will had not been changed thereafter. 


The appraisal of the property, sale of one third of it, and other 
actions consumed a great deal of time and no doubt cost a great deal of 
money. I think it is safe to say that the lawyers backed away from the 
table with the greatest share of the proceeds. This »robably proves some- 
thing in the settlement of estateSthat the reader can decide for himself, 


Nathan Baxter was no doubt an astute businessman for his time. He 
was a cattle and sheep baron in much the same sense as were the western 
stock barons of legend and story and he was no doubt as ruthless in hold- 
inz on to what he considered his own as were any of the people depicted 
in western tales and novels. He was both generous and selfish. He held 
his power b;- odrrying favors from those at the top of the power structure 
and by granting favors to the weak at the very bottom of the heap that he 
coula control by such favors. However, he had little use for those who 
fell in between these two extremes, those people who were struggling for 
a start or a foothold. Such persons represented coipetition to him and 
he thwarted them at every turn and he used his followers to aid and assist 
him in pushing back such upstarts, 


The Civil War wiped out all family cash except gold through the rapid 
devaluation of paper money. This left an indelible mark on his mind and 
he was almost fanatical in his efforts tc gather together and horde gold 
coin, or "yaller money" as he liked to refer to it. Needless to say the 
amount of "yaller money" he was supposed to have had at time time of his 
death seems to increase throughout the years. No one seems to have been 
able to locate any such horde of. gold money after his death, which has 
led to many speculations as to its disposition as well as tales of the 
existence of buried treasure somewhere. 


His barns impressed me most. His farmstead was studded with numerous 
large well built barns, sheds,#and stock pens. If there exists pictures 
of any kind of these old barns, pens, and sheds I would appreciate gather- 
ing them long enough to make reproductions. 


His full name was Nathan Land Baxter. This may provide some clue to 
ancestors. Land seems likely to have been a surname adopted as a middle 
name. Likewise, the full names of other members of the family might pro- 
vide some clues!3, 


Below is a listing of my own family in essentially the format that 
I would like information on all families. You will note that I ve 
started from the present and what is known and have worked backward as 
far as I can go. I have also included all dates where they are known 
and as much information on allied families as I am reasonally sure as 
to its accuracy. I have not attempted to make any guess as to the ancestral 
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line between Theophilus Baxter, Sys, and Thomas \, Baxter, I have for the 
purpose of charting assumed that two generaticns span this gap. However, 
most family legends seem to infer that the fother of Thoms W, Baxter 
was 4 orother of Israel Baxter. This would mecn there would be only one 
intervening generation, Perhaps someone has information which will serve 
to clear this question. 


aa Robert Jacob Baxter (1theophilus, 2 Unknown, 3 Unknown, ‘Thomas Wey 
James S., Sdoseph Eggleston ) 


Children of Robert Jacob Baxter, bs 7 Mar 1910; and Anita Gloria 
Gasperecz, dau of Stephen Paul Gasperecz and Zoe Guillory, b. 

1 Mer 1918; m. 16 Sep 1939, Mater Dolorosa Parish Catholic Church, 
New Orlcans, La., Rev. Fr. Joseph Pyzikiewicz officiated. 


1. skobert Stephen Baxter, b, 31 Jan 1941; joined the Society 
of Jesus (better known as the Jesuit Order) in 1958; 
presently assigned as 2 teacher of English and Greek at 
Jesuit High School, New Orleans, Lo; 


2. Joseph Paul Baxter, b. 2 Jul 1949. 


II. Joseph Eggleston Baxter (1Theophilus, 2Unknown, 3 Unknown, ‘rhomas 
W., dames S.) 


Children of Joseph Egzleston Bexter, b. 29 Nov 1870; d. 15 apr 
1939; and Mery Hlla Warren, dcu of William Warren and Eliza 
Letitia Rankin, b. 3 Oct 1876; d. 23 Oct 1963; m. 3 Nov 1901, 
at Balltown, La., Rev. D niel N. Milling who married Letitia 
Baxter officiated and Rev. James A, Baxter Stood as best man 
for the groom. 


1. William Newton Baxter, b. 20 Aug 1902; d. 7 Mar 1950; 
m. Esther Curtis, dau of Dr Cherles Curtis of Calera, 
Ala. The name Newton came from the Rev. Newton Benton 
Young, an early minister of the Methodist Church in 
Mississippi who served for many years in and about 
Marion County. William Newton Baxter graduated from 
the University of ifississippi and was employed as a 
Civil fngineer by the U.S. Army Engineers in New Orleans 
and later Memphis. 


2. dJemes Ldward Baxter, b. 18 Jan 1904; m. Thelma Williams 
Pharr of Prentis, Mississippi, dau of Dr. Williams of 
that town. He graduated from Millsaps College in 1926; 
received a M.A. degree from Duke University, and a PHD 
degree from the University of Southern Mississippi. 

He is presently the Director of the Placement Bureau 
at the University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, 
M3s Ss 

3. Richard Howard Baxter, b. 14 Dec 1905; m, Johnnie Lou 
McNeil of Philadelphia, iiss. Retired school teacher 
now living at Lumberton, Miss. 
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Sarah Lov Baxter, b.» 14 Mar 1908; m, Louis A. Throckmorten 
of Corinth, ifiss. Living in Jackson, Miss. 


Robert Jacob Baxter, b. 7 March 1910; m. Anita Gloria 
Gasperecz, dau of Stephen Paul Gasperecz and Zoe Guillory 
of New Orleans, La., 16 Sep 1939. He graduated from 
Loyola University in New Orleans and has spent his work=- 
ing life as a Civil Service employee of the Federal 
Government. 


Joseph warren Baxter, b. 6 Jan 1912; m. Virginia HacDonald 
of Norfolk, Va. Presently living in Montgomery, Ala. 


Thomgs Rankin Baxter, b. 29 Jan 1916; m. Kathleen Hartly 
of Ltmberton, Miss. Living at the old homeplace of 
Joseph Eggleston Baxter and Mary Ella Warren Baxter near 
Lumberton, Miss. 


Charles Nathan Baxter, b. 13 Aug 1919; d. 6 Feb 1963; m 
Ruth Daniels, dau of Webster Daniels and Vera Davis Daniels 
of tumberton, liiss. Died of an accidental gunshot wound, 


TIT. James 3, Saxter (Theophilus, 2Unimown, ?Unknown, 4Thomas Ws) 
James S. Baxter was a farmer and livestockman in southern Marion County, 
liississippi, all of his life. Descendents of this large family are known 
to be scattered from Iceland to California. 


Children of James S. Baxter, bi 21 Jan 1822, d. 22 Feb 1908; 


Me 


Sarah Rouse++, dau of Daniel Rouse and Elizabeth Taylor, 


b. 12 Hay 1831; d. 23 Jan 1901; mi 20 Dec 1849; James Rawls 
officiated. She perhaps suffered from what doctors today 
would diagnose as multiple sechlerusis which first began to 
become apparent about 1869 or 1870 and progressively wor- 
sened as long as she lived, 


l. 


Zé 


Jane Baxter, b. 6 Nov 1860; m. Searcy Purvis. 
Nancy Baxter, b. 14 Feb 1852; m, John Purvis. 
Thomas Leonidas Baxter, b. 1 Jul 1854; m, Nancy Smith. 


Elizabeth Baxter, bs 21 Jan 1856; m. Wiley Smith brother 
of Nancy Smith. 


Jacob Baxter, 0. 28 Sep 1857; d. 24 Jan 1923; nm. 
Calvin Baxter, b. 2 Jan 1859; d 1934; m. Sarah C. 
Rawls, dau of Harris Rawls, 7 Feb 1833, Rev Newton Benton 


Young officiated; Sarah C, gawls, b,. 29 apr 1857, d. 
28 Jan 1928. 


Sarah Baxter, b. 8 Aug 1861; d. 1933; m. Charles Sear- 
borough; no children. 
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8. Charles Baxter, b. 18 Mar 1863; m. Elizabeth Johnston. 


9. Minerva Baxter, b, 10 Jun 1865; m. David Archer; he served 
in the 70th Mississippi Infantry during the Civil War. 


10, Ellen Baxter, b. 28 Sep 1867; d. 25 May 1914; m. James 
Cooper. 


ll. Mary Baxter, b. 24 July 1869; d. 20 Aug 1945; = Thomas 
R. Byrd, b. 7 Oct 1866; d. 4 Jan 1950, 


12. Joseph Eggleston Baxter, b. 29 Nov 1870; d. 15 Apr 1939; 
m. Mary Ella Warren; b. 3 Sct 1876; d. 23 Oct 1963; DOM 
3 November 1901, Rev, Daniel N. Milling officiated. 


13. Letita Baxter, b. 18 April 1872; m, Rev. Daniel N. Milling, 
He was for many years a Presbyterian minister in North 
Central Mississippi. 


li. Magnolia Baxter, b. 19. Mar 1874; d. 1923; m. Leonard C. 
Trimms 


15. James A, Baxter, b. 15 Jun 1876; d. 1931; m Ida Florence 
Rankin , dau of John Robertson Rankin and Mary Angeline 
Stanford Rankin; b. 7 May 1879. She is living with her 
daughter, Mrs, Buford Smith, in Placenta, Calif., at 
this writing, 


Thomas W; Baxter Qheophilus, “Unknown; 3 Unktiown) 
Children of Thoms We Baxter, di ie Mar ig02; ds 17 Jul 1836; m 


.. 22 Jan 1820, Nancy Ei Stanford, dau of John Stanford and Delilsh 


Ruerk Stanford, b. 20 Aug 1799; ds 2h dan 1872, 


ls James . S: Baxter, bi 2 dan 1822; d. 22 Feb 1908; m. 
2 De¢ 1849, Sarah Rouse, dau of Daniel Rouse and 
beth Taylor Rouse, b, 12 May 1831; d. 2% Jan 1901. 


2. Elizabeth A, Baxter, m. 22 Jan 1844, Hiram H, Friar. 
Ebenezer Ford officiated. They lived somewhere down 
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast and I think were engaged | 
in a seafood business. I have heard of three children. 
One was a girl named Jenney, or Jane, who married a man 
by the name of Newman. There were two boys I have heard 
mentioned, Thomas and James. There could have been others. 


3. Letitia E. Baxter, b. 28 Dec 1824; d. 24h Dec 1909; m. 
5 Nov 1846; Henry Knight Sumers!, b, 12 Mar 1807; d. 
17 Jan 1878. 


4. Nathan Land Baxter, b. 14 Jul 1826; d. 11 Aug 1911; nm. 
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5. Nancy Baxter, m. Samuel T. ere 2 Feb 1848; Solomon 
Ford officiated. 


6. Sarah Baxter m Daniel Slade. . 
7. Bliza Baxter m Elly Dearman 17 Oct 1850; 


8. Susan Saphronia Baxter m Charles Slade 15 Dee 1852; Ai du 
Sones officiated. 


9. John T. Baxter; adniie2 Jan 1g81; m. Mary Rankin; dau of 
James Crawford Rabkin and Harriet Emily Tynes. 


10. Joseph Baxter, d. June 1863. Killed in the seige of 
Vicksburg during the Civil War. 


11. William F. Baxter, d. May 1862 of measles, typhoid, or 
something in a Confederate hospital; m. Arsenath ‘ 
There was one child named Cynthia who married a Boone, 


V&VI If Thomas W. Baxter was an only child my best guess is that 
his father was a nephew of Israel and Theophilus Baxter, Jr., and thus the 
two generation span would hold. The only child theory, coupled with the 
dearth of information concerning his parents, strongly indicate the pos- 
sibility of illegitimacy. If Thomas W. Baxter had an older sister by the 
name of Jane, and his father's name was William, there is a good possibility 
that his parents were living somewhere between Cparleston and Beaufort 
in South C_rolina for the census of 1600. 


A William Baxter, age group 26-45, shows up in that vicinity for: the 
1600 census. Included in that family were also 1 female under age 10, 1 
female age group 16—26, and 1 female age group 26-45. I have not been 
able to locate this family in either earlier or later records, 


An Isaac Newsom shows up in East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, in 
1804 as a claimant of land. In 1816 Isaac Newsom, Frederick Newsom, and 
William Newsom show up in Pike Comtry. Frederick Newsom obtained a 
G,argia Passport in 1806 but the point of departure is not indicated. 
Both Isaac Newsom and William Newsom got on over into Marion County. 
William Newsom and his oldest son, Isaac Newsom, Jr., lived in the Bunker 
Hill community. I have no idea where Isaac Newsom, Sr., lived. From 
existing records of Marion County it appears that all three of these 
Newsoms died around 1830, William and Isaac Newsom, Jr., left fairly 
large estates which provide some records as to their families. No record 
has been found on the family or estate of Isaac Newsom, S,. 


This is not intended to offer a solution to the ancestral gap. It 
merely points out a possibility that Thomas W. Baxter was the son of the 
William Baxter who was in South Cc. rolina for the census of 1800; the fe- 
male in the 16-26 age group could"have been the Molcey Baxter who was 
married to Robert Nettles in East Feliciana Parish, Louisiana, as early 
as 1810; the female in the under age 10 group could have been the dane 
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Baxter who married Washington R&. Chapman, who quit claimed a large parcel 


of land along with about 10 other Chapmans to some people named Nettles; 
and the Isaac Newsom, Sr., could have been the Newsom who married the 
mother of Thomas W. Baxter after the death of his father and moved to | 
Spanish Wast Florida from Georgia. 


VII- Theophilus Baxter, Sr. Nothing positive is known of the family 
of Theophilus Baxter, Sys, other than the two sons Theophilus, Jr., and 
Israel. It is almost a certainty that there were older children and an 
indication that there may have been at least a younger daughter, By 
migration pattern a Stephen Baxter appears to have had some relationship. 
Likewise there is some migrational similarity with descendents of Andrew 
Baxter, Sy., who settled in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, as well 
as similarity of names. : 


The foregoing just about covers all that I know of the family and 
descendents of Thomas W. Baxter, as well as some: very broad suppositions 
as to his antecedents. JI am asking you each to do the following: 


1. Read this chronicle carefully, add to it any facts or legends 
that you have that I do not have, and correct any errors that I may have 
included in my story. I am very much interested in getting middle names 
where they are known and all dates of births, marriages, and deaths of 
family members that I do not have. Also add in little items of infor~ 
mation regarding what people did, where they went, etc. Ransack old trunks 
and attics for old photograph? particularly those showing groups or dwel- 
lings, rail fences, picket fences, etc., and old communications that might 
be interesting in a family history. But do not send them to me now. Just 
let me know what you have and how I can get them when I need them. 


2. Starting with yourself and your own family work up a family re- 
cord on your family going back toward Thomas W. Baxter, and beyond if 
you can, in the basic format that I have set down. Actually, several 
persons can get together on something like this and a very interesting 
past time can be developed. I find that since starting out on this pro- 
ject I have renewed contact with people that I had lost track of for years 
and I have met others that I had never met before. In complete honesty 
I can say that I have never met better and more likeable people. 


3. Provide me with a listing of the names and addresses of lineal 
descendats of Thomas W. Baxter who in your opinion would be interested 
in and would devote a little time in developing this family history. 
Also pass the word along to others that I am trying to work up some sort 
of family chronicle and tell them how they can get in touch with me with 
any information that they may be able to furnish. 


4. If anyone is acquainted with any of the descents of either Israel 
Baxter or Theophilus Baxter, Jr., obtain from them any information that 
they have on early family history and forward it to me. It is possible 
that there 1s a genealogical enthusiast among descendents of Israel or 
Theophilus Baxter who can fill in some of the missing links in the family 
chain, : 


Robert Jacob Baxter 
1967 
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FOOTNOTES 


1. In his instructions to future settlers, Lord Baltimore included, 
along with very detailed directives as to what implements, tools, seeds, 


animals, and supplies each colonist should provide himself, the following 
statement: 


"The names of the gentlemen that are gone in person to the Plan~ 


tation 
Leonard Calvert, the governor — ‘2 His Lordships Brothers 
George Calvert , 
Jerome Hawley Esq 4 Commissioners 
Thomas Cornwallis Esq 5 
Edward Wintour %  Sonnes of Lady Ame 
Freder: Wintour . Wintour 


Henry Wiseman, Son to Sir Henry Wiseman Knight 
John Saunders 

Edward Cranfield 

Henry Greene 

Nicholas Fairfax 

John Baxter 

Thomas Darrell 

Captain John Hill 

John Medcalfe 

William Saire" 


“ae The middle names of persons are often more helpful in tracing 

out family histories than first names. Parents tended to use conventional 
names like John, Thomas, William, James, George, and Richard for first 
names but often used surnames of mothers and grandmothers and names having 
special significance for middle names. Unusual first names that are re-= 
asonably easy to follow such as Israel and Theophilus are rare. Persons 
sending me information should include all names in full where know, in- 
cluding any special significance of middle names. If anyone knows what 

the W. in Thomas W. Baxter's middle name stood for, this-but-of information 
will be spprteiated particularly. bi? 


3. This story related that there were four brothers in the original 
settlement. One went north, one went south, one went east and one went 
west. Whether we belonged to the north, south, east, or west group was 
not said nor how far north, south, east, or west any of them went. This 
was perhaps another way of saying they scattered to the four winds. 


4. There is some indication that Thomas W. Baxter may have been of 
the same general grouping as those traced by Humphreys. First, aur fore~ 
bears are said to have settled in Maryland and migrated to Virginia as 
did many of the Baxters Eaves by him. Second, my father Joseph E. 

(the E. seems to have stoody for Eggleston after Joseph Eggleston Johnston, 
Confederate General) and his sister Sarah both told me that there was 

a "Grandfather Granberry somewhere back along the line". They did not 
mention whether he was in the Baxter line or some other line, Humphreys 
traces his Baxters back among others to a Greenberry.Baxter and a Nicholas 
Greenberry in the early 1700's or late 1600's. From that point forward 

he turns the name up in such variant forms as Robert Greenbury Baxter, 
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Richard Greenberry Baxter, @rinbury Baxter, Green Berry Baxter, and Green~ 
bury Baxter. In addition to those traced by Humphreys a Robert Greenbury 
Baxter, descendent of a Jesse Baxter who,was born in North Carolina in 
1777, was born in DeK$lb County, Ala » in 1870 and lived out his long 
life in that general Vicinity. He died at about age 90. I have been told 
that there was a Richard Greenbury Baxter in Georgia in the early 1800's. 
The name Greenberry and its variants seem to have had an wusually strong 
impact on family names and the story of the "Grandfather Granberry some- 
where back along the line" may be chance have been a variant of Green- 
bury or Greenberry. 


5. The Revolutionary War Records of South Carolina contain the 
following claim: 


"Israel Baxter = R21696 (born in North Carolina) 

Declaration made in Greene County, Miss., 
10 Sept 1833 by Israel Baxter a resident of Greene Co Miss age 71 made the 
following declaration: States he entered the army in 1778 as a substitute 
for his father Theophilus Baxter as a private who was drafted in the militia 
of South Carolina, Georgetown District at Long Bluff on the Peedee River 
under Thomas Williamson and a regiment commanded by Col Calb ~ mrched 
from there to Hadley's Point in S.C., and served one month, when he was 
discharged by Capt Williamson, which has been lost. Shortly after his 
discharge he returned to Cheraw Hill, S C, and enlisted in a volunteer 
company at that place as a private commanded by Capt Wm DeWitt, in a 
regiment commanded by Col Calb, Mdultrie General from which point he 
marched to Parisburg on the Savannah River then ordered to Charleston 
8¢,, fought the British in the Battle between the Americans at Coosa 
Hifkenie Bridge. Col Lawerence then commanding where he was engaged 6 

nths, After discharge returned to Long Bluff and shortly thereafter 

enlisted as a volunteer for the duration of the war in a Horse Company 
under Captain Alexander McIntosh, under Col Colb, and under Marion General 
was engaged in skirmishes against the Tories. was taken prisoner twice 
twice. That he was engaged in the service of the US in the Revolution 
as a substitute or volunteer as above stated 4 yrs and 6 mo, 

States he was born in the neighborhood of Kingston, NC, in 1762. 
States he was living on the Peedee River, 5.C., and from a few miles 
from what was then called Long Bluff, remained there & or 10 years and 
then moved to Ggorgia and lived there 16 years, and then moved to the 
Missiseipps{e Hot the State of Mississippi". 


. 6, From the Stub Entries of Indents Issued in Payment of Claims 
Against South Carolina Growing out of the Revolution ~ A. J. Salley, 1910 
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Issued 24 January 1785 to Mr. Israel Baxter for one pound 8/6?/s for 
20 days militia duty done in 1782 as per account audited. 
Principal fl 8 6 3/2, 
Interest 6) 1 li 
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Issued 24 January 1785 to Mr. Theophilus Baxter for two pounds 173 
sterling 40 days duty done in militia in 1782 per acct audited 
Principal f2 17 14 
Interest ) 3 a. 
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. Issued the 20th December 1783 to Mr. Israel Baxter Three pounds four 

shillings and two pence sterling for beef supplied to the Continental Army 

in October One thousand seven hunderd and eighty one per account audited. 
Principal £2 4 2 
Interest 0 4 5 


7. Passports were issued by the State of Georgia for the purpose of 
insuring safe passage across the Creek Indian Nation. Not all settlers 
applied for passports, but for those who did the Georgia Passports form 
a valuable source of early family information. The passport for Theophilus 
Baxter is as follows: 


29 November 1810 


On Application 
ORDERED 

That passports be prepared for the following persons to travel through 
the Creek Nation of Indians, to wit -— one for Mr. James Touchstone with 
his wife and two children, from Liberty County, — One for Mr. William 
Baxter, one for Mr. Francis Williams with wife and one child, one for 
Messrs. Theophilus Baxter and James Hoge, the former with wife and eight 
children; one for Mr. William Denmark of the Comty of Bullock, which 
were severally presented and signed. 


8 <A William Baxter is included in the Headcount of Heads of Families, 
a census taken of the Mississippi Territqry in 1816, as living in Greene 
County. Theophilus Baxter's name does not appear in this census. How- 
ever, the names of James Baxter, John Baxter, and Alexander Baxter, along 
with the name of James Hoge appear in Madison County, Alabama. The name 
of James Hoge also appears as a sergeant in the militia of the Mississippi 
Territory in Madison County during the War of 1812. Thin as this thread 
of evidence might be, it is possible that Theophilus Baxter may have 
migrated to Madison County, Alabama, but was not living in 1616, and 
James, John, and Alexander were three of his older sons. In January 1819 
a William Baxter filed a claim with the Federal Land Office for a parcel 
of land on a Juniper Branch somewhere in Greene County, Mississippi. 
This is the last record I have found on him. He does not show up in the 
1820 cons Mississippi. .A James Touchstone shows up in the Headcount 
of Heads Of Families of 1816 in Greene Cowmty, and the 1820 cens¢s of 
Mississippi records a James Touchstone, a Jesse Touchstone, and‘a Dempsey 
Touchstone in Perry County. <A Caleb Touchstone is recorded in Jasper 
County. In the 1830 census most of the Touchstones had left Perry Comty 
and were living in Lawerence and Simpson Coumties. By the 1830 census 
there were two Demps*eyTouchstones, and it is known that a John Touchstone 
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had a son born about 1820 that he named Dempsey. All of this indicates 
considerable importance was attached to the name of Dempsey among the 
Touchstones. Francis Williams shows up in Jackson County in 1816. No 
record has been found for William Denmark but a James Denmark and a Stephen 
Denmark were among the early settlers of Jackson. County. A Mary Baxter 
filed a claim for land in in 1819" on the main road leading from Mobile 

to Leaf River", The claim indicated that initial settlement was made in 
1815. This Mary Baxter no doubt fitted into our Baxter line in some way, 
but at the present time the relatimship is wdetermined. 


_9- Israel Baxter shows up in Greene County, Mississippi, for the 
1820 census and for the 1830 census as follows: 


1820 Census | sate 


_, Males Females 
2 under age 10 1 under age 10 
1 age 10-16 2 age 10-16 
1 age 16-18 | 1 age 26-45 


1 ever age 45 


1839 Census 


| Males” . _ Females 
1 under age 10. 1 uider age 10 


2 age 10-20 | 2 add 10-20 
1 over age 60 1 age 40-60 
‘103 John ee ee perhaps Dorchester County, 
Jamaary'15, 1778. He died in Mation County, Mississippi, April 7j 1861) - 
He. married: Delilah Ruark.df Marylard} perhaps Dorthester Coumty, September 
20; 1798, :She was boin dune 30, 1779, and died in Marion County, Mississi- 
ppi, Sometime ih 1863. Both were buried in the Old Howard Cemetery in 

what is now southern Lamar County. They had a rather large family. 


1. Nancy E, Stanford, b. August 20, 1799 in Maryland; 
d, January 24, 1872, in Mississippi; m. Thomas W. 
Baxter, b. March 4, 1802; d. July 17, 1836. 


2. Mathilda Stanford, b. July 6, 1801, in Georgia; m 
John B, Entrekin 


3. Letitia Stanford, b. March 8, 1803; d. October 7, 
182i. 


4. Mary Stanford, b. August 5, 1805, d. March 23, 1829. 
“She married a by the name of Mitchell and there 
was one child was reared by Granny and Grandsire 
Stanford, a son named John Mitchell. 
5. James Stanford, b. July 31, 1808, d. December 3, 1821. 
6. Louvinia Stanford, b. July 16, 1810, m. Jesse Cameron 
who died October 27, 1855. 
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7. Noah Stanford, b. September 30, 1812, in Georgia; 
m. Elizabeth Felder Jue 22 1837. 


8. John Stanford, b. July 10, 1814, in Georgia; d, 
September 24, 1860; m. February 14, 1841, Ann 
Elizabeth Summers, b. March 9, 18133 d. January 
26, 1860, 


9. Delilah Stanford, b. August 16, 1816; m. Allen 
Hudson, February 4, 1844. 


10. Joshua Stanford, b. January 25; 1819, in Mississippi; 
d. around 1890 from poison ingested from a varment 
bait he was setting; m. (1) Mary Murphy, September 2, 
1842; (2) Martha Ann Wallace, May 16, 1850; (3) 
Pittman (TacK Stanford's mother) 


11. Joseph Stanford, b. August 21, 1821; d. March 28, 1825. 


A eursory examination of the records in the Archives of the State of 
Georgia by me indicated that John and Delilah Stanford were living in Georgia 
in the vicinity of Warren and Hancock Counties from around 1800 until around 
1816. There were other Stanfords in the area dating back to the Revolution- 
ary War indicating that they may have been a later migration from Maryland 
of a larger family. They reached Mississippi prior to 1819 as is indicated 
by the place of Joshua's birth as recorded in the United States census 
Reports. It appears that John Stanford may have been the son of Joshua 
Stanford who was born in Chesapeake Bay County, Maryland, in 1740 and 
married Mary Rocks of that County in 1765. Joshua Stanford migrated to 
Warren County, Georgia, and died there in 1820. Joshua Stanford served 
as a Captain in the militia from Maryland during the Revolutionary War 
and was engaged in considerable combat operations in and around New York. 

He was captured by the British once so it was said in one report. 


Children of Joshua Stanford and Mary Rooks Stanford were: Jonathan, 
Joshua, Levin, Reuben, James, Saphronia, John, and Mary. 


This relationship has not been verified but is included in case some- 
one is interested in tracing out his Stanford forebears. 


11. The Bilbo family is related to descendents of Thomas W. Baxter 
through marriage with descendents of John and Delilah Stanford. This 
family has produced many prominent leaders of Mississippi, including 
Theodore Gilmore Bilbo who served twice as governor of Mississippi and 
thrice was elected to the United States Senate. Bilbo is a French name 
and found its way into America with the expulsion of the Hugenots from 
France. In its original form it appears to have been Billiabe How- 
ever, most early Americans had only rudimentary knowledge of ormal 
English and were wholly unfamiliar with French in any form. They wrestled 
with the French names phonetically so as to form some Anberes ting name 
variations, 


Jean Pierre Billiabeau fled to England from Port De Barques, France, 
in 1681, having arrived there from Santange, France. He next shows up in 
King William Parish, Virginia, as a member of the first group of Hugenat 
refugees to reach Manakintown. Among the passengers of the first ship was 
listed a "Bilbun and wife", This was in 1700, For the next 40 or 50 years 
the records of the colony are filled with such entries as "born to Jean 
Billiebo and Suzanne his wife, a son Jaque Billiebo"; on 28th May 1728, 
was born to Jaque Billiebo a black named Jaque"; on 5 xber was born Elizabet 
Bilbo of Jean Pierre Bilbo and Susan his wife". The name also occurs as 
Bilbaud, Bilbau, and Bilebo. By 1744 the census of King William Parish, 
Virginia, records the one time French name of Jean Pierre Billiabeau in 
the completely anglicised form of John Peter Bilbo, a form that has held 
constant since that time. 


Some descendents of Jean Pierre Biliabeau reached South Carolina by 
1738 along with other Hugen&t settlers. In fact, it appears that most of 
the Manakintown settlement migrated to South Carolina. The first members 
of the Bilbo family reached the Mississippi Territory about 1800 and settled 
in what is now Washington County, Alabama, in the Tombigbee River Basin, 
and in what is now Jackson and Georgia Counties, Mississippi in the Pas- 
cagoula River Basin. Thomas Bilbo was a colonel in the early militia and 
held several territorial offices. James Bilbo served in the Alabama cam- 
paign of General Ferdinand Claiborne in the War of 1812. Thomas Bilbo 
migrated to Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana, about 1832. William Hearn Bilbo 
remained in Jackson County. James Bilbo lived on the Tombigbee River and 
lent the area such place names as Bilbo Lake and Bilbo Bayou. 


Below is a sketch of some of the descendents of Thomas Bilbo and 
William Hearn Bilbo. 


Thomas Bilbo, b. 20 Jun 1776; d. 1846; m. Ann Lawrence, b. 7 Apr 1788; 


1. John Bilbo, b. 8 May 1806; d. 22 May 1845. Was a Methodist 
preacher in Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana; wife mentioned 
but not named. 

2, Nancy Bilbo, b. 14 Jan 1808; m. Isom Reeves 

3. Jane Bilbo, b. 10 Mar 1810; m. Wyatt Dupree 


4. Joseph Lawerence Bilbo, b. 12 Mer 1812; 12 Apr 1858 to Elmira 
Hodges 


a. Mrs. Laura Bilbo Molden, Lake Charles, La. 
5. William L. Bilbo, b. 25 Mar 1814; m. 12 Apr 1829 to Hulda Cole 
6. Rebecca Gains Bilbo, b. 22 Mar 1818; m. Nw 1854 to Jacob Ryan 


7. Ann Bilbo, b. 12 Jun 1820; m. Columbus Gillet; moved to Calif- 
ornia in the 1840's 
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8. Laura Esther Bilbo, b. October 1827; m. (1) james Glenn; 
(2) Burnett Johnson 


9. Margaret Bilbo, b. 9 Mar 1832; d. 8 Apr 1840. 
William Hearn Bilbo, m, Charlotte Ryan dau of Isaac Ryan 


1. William Moss Bilbo, b. 14 Dec 1821; d. 8 Oct 1899; m. Harriet 
A. Davis, b. 12 Aug 1840; d. 12 Dec 1898 


2, James Bilbo, m (1) Caroline Wilson; (2) Jane Wilson 
3. George Bilbo 

4. Joseph Bilbo, m Sabya Wilson 

5. Isabelle Bilbo m. Cadmus Alley 


The 1830 census for Mississippi records the following families with 
the name of Bilbo: 


NAME COUNTY MALE E 
Under 10 20: 40 Over Under 10 20 40 Over 
10 20 40 60 60 10 20 40 60 60 
George I. Wayne 3 oi1t10 @) o1l1o0 0 
James H,. Wayne ) Od Oo 0 fe) 000 9 
John FP. Lawerence 2 oo 1 0 0 0100 
Thomas _ Jackson @) 2311 0 2 121 =°0 
Willian H. Jackson 4 Oo100 1 a20aQ0o0 


42. %I recall some of my old aunts and uncles saying that she never 
visited the grave nor was a permanent mrker ever erected. Since startig 
out on this effort to develop a family history I have been told that as 
late as 1930 Mrs. Carrie Sibley of Columbia, Mississippi, knew the exact. 
location of the grave. If anyone at this writing knows this location or 
the cemetery in which it is located I will appreciate their providing me 
with this information. ; 


13. James Baxter appears to have been named James S, although gener- 
ally not recorded as such. Old census records list him in the forms of 
James, Jas., and J.S. He once recorded a livestock brand as "JS". John 
is.shown in some records as John T, William is shown in some records as 
William F, Elazabeth is carried on her marriage record on file in the 
Marion County Courthouse as Elizabeth A, Letitia is recorded in some places 
as Letitia E. If anyone has any information on these middle names, kindly 
let me have it. 


14. Sarah Rouse was the daughter of Daniel Rouse who was born in 
the Cheraw District of South Carolina about 1800 and Elizabeth Tayhor, 
daughter of Charles Taylor. They were married in Marion County, Mississi- 
ppi, November 14, 1824. In 1825 they were living in Jackson County, 
Mississippi, along with Dunnan Byrd who was a brother-in-law. When a 
post office was established at Cross Roads, Mississippi, in Jackson 
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County about 1636 Daniel Rouse was appointed the first postmaster there. ON 
Daniel Rouse was the son of Burwell Rouse who migrated to Mississippi 

from the Cheraw District of South Carolina about 1809 and settled on Big 

Creek in what is now George County just below Lucedale. It was Spanish 

territory at that time. A complete list of his children is not known. 

The Burwell Rouse who married Mary Byrd in Jackson County was one child 

and Blanton Rouse perhaps another, A Deborah Rouse was accorded the 

status of a heroine for some accomplishment in South Carolina during 

the Revolutionary War and the name Deborah Rouse showed up frequently 

in the family records of the Rouses in George and Jackson Counties. 


Daniel Rouse and Elizabeth Taylor had a large family, some of whom 
are: 


Caroline who mrried Alexander Ladner 

Sarah who married James S. Baxter 

Sabra who married Warren Strahan (This couple lived down on 
Wolf Creek not too far from where Olive Church now stands. An 
old story that I remember relates that Old Aunt Sabra had Wiley 
Strahan, then about 4 years old, riding behind her on a horse 
about sunrise one morning on some routing journey. Not far from 
their house they witnessed the gun fight in which Gele Wages of 
the Rotorious Wages - Copeland Clan of outlaws killed Wash Bilbo 
and wounded Jim Bilbo, This was somewhere around 1845). 

Hester who married Jesse Lee 

Burwell who married a Wallace 

Charles who married a Wallace 

Daniel and Hezekiah may have been two other children. 


Elizabeth Taylor was the daughter of Charles Taylor and wife Ann. 
Charles Taylor was from South Carolina and Ann probably from Alabama, 
He migrated to Mississippi from Alabama about 1820 and set up a grist 
mill on Black Creek where in addition he ran a little patch farm. Old 
stories said that Ann was a pure Creek Indian and was about 12 years 
old at the time of her marriage to Charles Taylor, who was than about 
36. In addition to Elizabeth Taylor who married Daniel Rouse this couple 
had children by the names of: 


Helena who married Hezekiah Slade 

Sarah who married Dunnan Byrd, Lucinda was another, and, perhaps one 
married a man by the name of Keziah Culpepper and lives somewhere 
in Louisiana, 


15. Henry Knight Summers came to Mississippi from South Carolina 
along with his widowed mother Rebecca Summers, 4 brothers I think, and 
a sister. The sister, Ann Elizabeth Summers, married John Stanford, 
brother of Fancy E. Stanford Baxter. David Summers was one of the brow 
thers. He took the 1840 census of Marion County. Jesse Summers was 
another brother. 


The Summers family were descendents of what is sometimes called the 
German Settlement of South Carolina. Jacob Summers achieved some fame 
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for his activities during the Revolutionary War, 


Henry Knight Summers and Letitia E. Baxter Summers settled in Louis- 
iana around Port Vincent. Many of their descents still live in that 
general area. Their children are: 


Sarah Elener Summers, b. March 4, 1849; m. George Watson 


Jabus Baxter Summers b. February 19, 1851; d. October 12, 1931; m. 
Leonora Fickling February 14, 1895. He was known as Baxter Summers. 
The name Jabus came from an early preacher in Marion County, Miss~ 
issippi, Jabus Rawls, I :think. 


Franklin Pierce Summers b. March 23, 1853; m. Katie Lee 
Narcissa Summers, b. March 12, 1856. 

Henry Summers b. January 22, 1859; d. March 17, 1863, 

Nancy Rebecca Summers b. May 15, 1861; m. Charles H. Miller 

Jane Elizabeth Summers b. Febrwry 25, 1864; ms J. Allen Vincent 


Annie Laura Summers bs May 5, 1868; m, Milton J. Miller, brother 
of Charles H. Miller, 


- .16; There were four children of this family, I think, Viz, Flemming, 
sometimes called Bud} Letitia whom I think married a Holcombe; Julia 

who married .a Broome and lived just a few miles southwest of Purvis, 
Mississippi, on the Purvis - Baxterville road, and Joseph, called Jodie. 
There may also have been others, I went to school with most of Flemming 
Baxter's family but have lost contact with all of them. Julia Broome 


had a daughter by the name of Willie. I am told she is presently living 
in Georgia. 


Descendents of these Baxters have several forebears of whom a con~ 
siderable body of geneglogical material has been compiled by various 
private researchers, These are the Rankin family, forebears of James 
Crawford Rankin; they Tynes family, forebears of Flemming Tynes; the 
Warren family, forebears of Jane Warren, wife of Fleming Tynes; and the 
Perkins family, forebears of Elizabeth Rebecca Perkins, mother of Jane 
Warren Tynes. 
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ELMER O. PARKER Baybee 
5012 Circle Drive PASCAGOULA, LIBRARY 


Columbia, §. C. 29206 GENEALOGY COLLECTION 
March 24, 1995 


Dear Nancy, 


Thank you for your letter of March 17th, I am always a bit excited when I 
receive a query from one of my "cousins", First, let me say that eighty 
years ago today the stork dropped off a little bundle at the Parker home 
in old Liberty County, Ga. and I don't know what happened to the little 
fellow, but as far back as I can remember I have been using his name. 


Where do I start? At this point in time I cannot go back farther than old 
ISRAEL BAXTER, SENR. (c1680-1769) of Pitt co, N.C. He was living in Craven 
co. in 1743 (Johnston co. formed in 1746, and Dobbs in 1758), He made deed 
of gift to his children on May 30, 1763, viz: STEPHEN, SARAH, DAVID, THEO- 
PHILUS and REBECCA; and another on Feb 28, 1764, naming all these but Rebecca 
who evidently had died. He did not name his eldest ISRAEL because he had 
been gone seven years and perhaps he had neglected to keep in tgych. This 
son settled on the Pee Dee River in what is now Marlboro County, He after- 
ward received several grants, and then in 1763 his younger brother came on 
down and also settled on the Pee Dee--this was Theophilus, I remember the 
day when I was assistant director of the Old Military Records Division of 
the National Archives that I happened upon the bounty land application file 
of his grandson Israel, Baxter, Jr. based upon his service during the War of 
1812; then I looked for the pension file for his father Israel, Sr. based 
upon his Revolutionary War service. From this latter file I learned that 
he was born near Kinston, Dobbs co, NC and moved to Long Bluff on the Pee 
Dee River and after the seat of the War moved south he served as a substitute 
for his father THEOPHILUS BAXTER, 1778-1782, under Gen William Moultrie and 
Col Francis "Swamp Fox" Marion and was in the battle of Coosawhatchie Bridge, 
or Tullifinny, May 3, 1779; that he moved after the war to Georgia and in 
1816 to Greene Co, MS where he was living in 1834. I should add that after 
the British took Charles Town, SC in May 1780, they pressed into service 
many under duress and among them were old Theophilus and his brother DAVID. 
They were placed in Major John Harrison's Corps, S. C. Rangers, June 20, 
1780. THEOPHILUS died Jan 13, 1781! It appears that Theophilus had these 
sons: Stephen (of whom more later), David, John, Theophilus, and Israel. 
This son Theophilus (cl760- ? ) migrated to Georgia in 1799 and was granted 
200 a. on the Great Canoochee River in Liberty County. His brother ISRAEL 
also went to Liberty co. and in 1799 was listed as a tax defaulter in "Lower 
Canouchie District’in 1799. After Tattnall co was created Dec 5, 1801, Israel's 
property was cut into’ the latter. . 


Theophilus and his wife Mary affiliated with the Beard's Creek Primitive Baptist 
Church after it was constituted in 1804. Israel appears to have married c1785, 
one LUCY (surname not yet learned) and they had a son ISRAEL, JR. (1787-1864). 
Then they separated and Lucy married (2) ADAM McNEALY (1740-1796) s/o Adam(1740- 
1796) and they had a son WILLIAM McNEALY (1795-1855) who m. Dec 19, 1816, Mrs. 


Lavinia (Wise) Denmark, widow of Redding Denmark (1773-1813) of Bulloch co, GA. 

They had three children and then separated and MiNealy inoved to Jackson co, FL, 

m. again and had four more children. McNealy became a colonel in the Indian Wars 

and a very influential man. His ae Israel Baxter(1787-1864) went to Jackson co. Ff 
over) 
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Now, a word about STEPHEN (c1752-p1808), apparently eldest s/o Theophilus, 
and nephew of the first named Stephen. Stephen ventured down into Colleton 
co, SC and in the forks of the Saltcatchers he had an encounter in 1771 with a 
William Davis who beat him almost to death--Davis ' joined Capt Andrew 
Cumming's S. C. militia in 1775 (maybe he thought Baxter was a Tory?). 
Stephen apparently went back to NC, married and had a son STEPHEN (C1785- 
_ 1865) who became my great-great-grandfather. Another son JOHN Hunnicut? 
BAXTER (1795-1873) was my great-great-grandfather on my father's side-- 
Stephen was on my mother's, They had two sisters--Elizabeth m.1807, George 
Carter, Jr., and Mary Ann, m. Wm. Smith, Jr. Stephen brought suit against 
Davis for 500 pounds, but Colonel Davis had a better lawyer--maybe F. Lee 
Bailey! However, his lawyer was Col Isaac Hayne's lawyer when the British 
hanged him! 


Lucy Baxter-McNealy mar. one Thomas Griffin and in 1808 she and Mary Baxter 
had a row and in 1810 when they couldn't make-up, the Church excommunicated 
her and Theophilus and Theophilus then asked then Governor David Brydie 
Mitchell for a passport to travel through the Creek Nation and in 1810 he 

and Mary took their eight children to Wayne (Greene after 1811) County, MS. 
ISRAEL (Lucy's first husband) left Tattnall co in 1816 and migrated to Greene 
County, MS. Which one did ELIZABETH, your great-grandmother descend from? 


Now, something about one of your other lines, PLATT. If I have been correctly 
informed, there were two families in SC quite early-~one PLATZ that came from 
Emningen, Germany, and PLATT apparently from England. The former settled in 
the forks of the Saltcatchers, and the latter in St. James, Goose Creek, SC. 
Jacob Platz (Platts) with wife and six children, Barbara, 18; Christiana, 17; 
Anna Maria, 16; Jacob, 14; John, 12; and Christopher, 6, sailed with the 

Johann Jakob Hayr/Heyer/Hiers family from Rotterdam in the ship Anne, Capt 
Charles Kennaway, master, touched at Cowes, Isle of Wight, England, and landed 
at Charles Town, S.C. Oct 22, 1751. I descend from John Jacob Hiers and his 
wife Mary Magdalen Wagner from Pfalzgrafenweiler, Wurttemberg, Germany. 


I can appreciate the thrills you got in Lancashire, England, The last time 

I’ was over I had the good fortune to see the tombs of my llth and 12th great- 
grandparents (two of them, on my Mother's side), Mother passed away last 
March 11 (1994) in her 97th year; her eldest brother in his 94th year-~some 

of these Baxters had long livers. My late wife and I, and my father and mother, 
were cousins through the BAXTERs, making my daughters cousins of each other, 
The tombs of these llth & 12th greats were covered with brasses with their 
pictures on them, and each slab had four coats of arms, one in each of the 
four corners. They are in the old Parish Church of St. Andrew in Much Hadhan, 
in the County of Hertford. I am sorry that I cannot help you with the PARKER 
family, except that it was from England. Richard was a favorite family name. 
I believe they probably came to Virginia. My great-great-grandfather WILLIAM 
HALL PARKER served in the N. C. militia in the Revolution; came to SC in 1791 
and went on to Liberty co, GA in Sept 1811. 


With kind regards and all good wishes, I an, 


Con inet Co. Nme Or G/29/i95 
— Motie |Lee (Sraick iano) (Bare 
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) nds was lhe 
riage. Of Miss ‘Thelma Jack- 
a Maughtér of Mrs, Ollie Jack- 
ft Kreole, to Garliste Bax- 
; Son-of Mr, and Mrs. Gar- 
_ Baxter of Chatam, Ala, 
h was soiemnized Sunday af- 
oon, December 15, at 5 o'clock 
tthe Kreole Methodist chusch, 

é jchurch was beautifully 
arated with palms, tat! bas- 
o 


ng. white tapers, - ie 

‘wedding musie was’ plav- 
¢. Lynn Nelson ‘af’ Pas- 
ho vendered the tradi- 
wédding’ marches and 
_aS: accompanist. ta Don- 
‘Cpleman who sang’! 
Hite 2 trio of gi'ls, Misses Be«- 


w, Grace Delmas 
arved. as flower 


white pompom chrys31- | 
mums and tiered candelabras 


fecause’! — 


Dickens, Juanita Rouse and 
ce King, who sang “TWould 


hid. 


gir) and ring bearer, _ Grooms- 
men were Leon Alexander, Dan 
Lindsey and Donovan Gautier. 


Roy and Dennis King served as 


ice with a full skirt, and ‘pointed 
sléeves''that reached her haids. 
Her only ornament was a string 
of pearls and her veil was finger 


Up in length. 3 
-' She carried a cascade: bouquet 


of white * shattered carnations | 
featuring a double Catlalayea ‘or- 


Mrs. Delmas wore a blue. for- 


mal gown and her flowers wete 


yellow: roses frilled with net and 
showered with. satin. ribbons. 
The bridesmaids wore. similar 
gowns of pink marquisette ‘and 
their flowers were shattered car- 


shattered: ca: 


in Kreole, : ae 

The house. was beautiful with». 
flowers that were especially pret- 
_ty.in the room where : 
table was arranged. | ‘Thig held a 
tiered white ‘cake with a minia- 
tlire: bride and. graom_ as ‘orna- 


nations one carrying fuschia, the 
second, rose, and third shell pink.” 


bouquets. 
“The small, flower 
formal fock of white 


: Was in blue, 
Mis. Jackson wore 
and her flow 


ide’s 
Mr. 


ment. 


The first slice of this was cut : 
by the bride and groom: after 


which it wa 


bv Mas Rachel 
Ligvd Delanéev and others, : 
Following (the reception. My. 
and Mrs. Baxter depar : 
its fo Kev West and other. points 


in Florida, 


- Among out-of-town guests were 
Mr. and. Mrs. | Carlisle Baxter, 
A e : 


Carlisile Baxter, Jt, 


Frank Kemp 
S: Noi tie 


git) wore a 
Ww. and carried 
a Colonial bouquet. ‘There were 
flowers in her hair, B- 


a Yawn af.Chatoni, and Mr 
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c.d, Cause of death 


b. Date of Birth . ’ © 16 Joun Avsert Bayzep 
p.b. Place of Birth ‘ b. 23 APR. ici 
m. Date of Marriage BWitiiam Heney Baxter. 


p.m, Place of Marriage 
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AMOS M. BAXTER 


TIMBER & TRUCKING 
VINEGAR BEND, AL: 36584 


OFFICE PHONE 
(208). 777-8431 


HOME PHONE 
(205). 777-8841 


‘MATTHEW AMOS BAXTER 
r “Amos. Matthew Baxte 


bama, ‘died on. November 22, 
1989 at his residence. He was - 


_the owner and operator of Baxter 
; “Timber 8 & “Trucking Company and | 
was a member. of Pilgrims, Rest ; 


Baptist Church, a former County 
Commissioner of Washington 


"resident of Vinegar Bend, ‘Ala- ‘) 


County, an 32nd Degree Ma- _ 
son, and a member . of the : 


Chatom Lodge. . 


Survivors include. his wife, Mrs. 


Jessie D. Baxter of Vinegar . 


Bend; one step-son, Gayle Hill- 


“man. ‘of. ‘Vinegar Bend; one © 


daughter,” Nancy Thornton of 


Vinegar Bend; one step-daugh- " 


ter, Hertha Ford of Mobile; one » 
brother, Aaron Baxter of Dallas, *: 


Tex.; one sister, Esther Rain- 
water. of Fruitdale, Ala.; eight 


grandchildren and seven great ; 


grandchildren. - 


“Funeral services were held 


from Epworth Methodist Church 


on Friday, November 24, 1989 : 
at 2 p.m. Interment. was in © 


Epworth Cemetery.» 
Funeral arrangements by 

Lathan Funeral some _of 

Chatom. — cae 
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Legal Notice 


IN THE PROBATE COURT 
OF WASHINGTON COUNEY, 
ALABAMA 


IN RE: THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF oe 
-M. BAXTER, .... 
A/K/A AMOS BAXTER, 
DECEASED, 7)" 
CASE NO. W89186 


ORDER APPOINTING DAY. 
FOR FINAL SETTLEMENT. 
This day came JESSIE M. 
McCORD, formerly JESSIE M. 
BAXTER, Executrix of the Last Will 


and Testament of AMOS M. BAX- | 


TER, a/k/a AMOS BAXTER, 
“deceased, and filed her petition for 


final settlement of said estate. =: 

It is ordered that the 11th day of | 
July, 1991 at 10a.m. be appointedas | 
the day on which to make such set- | 
tlement, at which time all persons - 
interested can appear and contest the - 


settlement, is they think proper. 
This the 10th day of June, 1991. 


TOM 'W. TURNER 
PROBATE JUDGE 


S.J. LAURIE 

P.O. BOX 336 

CHATOM, ALABAMA 36518 

ATTORNEY FOR EXECUTRIX™ 
6-20-3tc 
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